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Hulme Court, the gracious grande dame of
Parnell, provided shelter and sanctuary for some
of the country’s most significant early settlers.
Penny Lewis pays court and discovers a home
that’s redolent with 19th-century charm.

HULME COURT
350 PARNELL RD
PARNELL

& ¥d and St
Georges Bay Rd, in the midst of Pamnell village, is
a special home that has stood since the days
when this now gentrified suburb was a frontier of
colonial Auckland. Built in 1843, Hulme Court is

before Patrick and his wife Lyn returned to
Hulme Court to look after Bryan, who died last
year, Recalling his childhood, Patrick says he
knew of his home as “'an old house, not a flash
house™. “But as a child you're not aware of
these things. Pamell in these days [the 1950s
and early 1960s] was quite downtrodden.” He
loved growing up in Pamell as it was then and
ilding huts in the Domain with sch

friends.
Throughout Hulme Court there’s evidence it's
been been well-lived-in for generations.

Auckland's cldest its

objects abound, including a set of

original site. *“Younger' farmer resi such
as Ewelmea Cottage, Highwic and Alberton are
now museuns managed by the New Zealand
Historie Places Trust, but Hulme Court is and
has always been a private home.

Stand on the St Georges Bay Rd side of the
17455q m site, lock at the roofline at the rear of
e house, and you will see a very 21st-century
sign ol icity — a satelit ision dish.

1913 e which were tucked away and
discovered by Lyn recently. In cne of two attic
y Bryan’s cid Ameri

hubcaps attached to the wall, while a peek inside
another wall cavity reveals timber roof shingles,
akmast two centuries old; they provided shelter
before the skate roof was installed the century-
before-last.

It's easy to see how Hulme Court has

This slightly | objecti a

sowall as a home, notwithstanding

architect Adam W “This is
he kind of place where you can put your feet
up."” Itis not known who designed the Regency-
style, rendered bluestone horne, which was
constructed for Sir Frederick Whitaker, whe later
became Premier of New Zealand.

Wild says thera’s been speculation that a
business partner engineer of Whitaker's could
have designed it, but there's no solid proof. “The
research hasn't been done on the architect or
the builder, but it would iggnii

its storage capacity. It's positioned
for the sun, with elegant, shady verandas on
three sides. Beautifully proportionsd tall sash
windows, still flanked by ofiginal shutters, can be
opened to allow for cur modem notion of indear-
outdoor flow. The views are special, too. From
the front door you have a great sightiine to
Auckland Museum, while the view from north-
facing rooms looks over the port to the harbour,
In the days before land reclamation, you would

houss when it was built,” says Wild, “Auckland
in those days was a place of tents and rickety
wooden buildings. Queen St was an opan sewer
to the harbour.™
During the past 167 years, Hulme Court has

been home to several dignitaries, including
Bishop Selwyn and commander of British troops
Caoloned Hulme, after whom the house is named.
In 1941, Hulme Court was purchased by

Heden Clark, wh upin
the Glasgow slums. Mrs Clark's husband was an
invalid, 5o to bring in extra income to

L ¥
diviced Hulme Court into flats and brought in

lodgers. Mrs Clark's grandson Patrick Maguire
grew up at Hulme Court with hi

have ight down to S5t Georges Bay.

Ovwer time, the house has been extended to

suitits ! neads. At point a timber
added iginal

b while today a v

extension houses the kitchen.

Adam Wild describes Hulme Court as
“eminently successhul as it has survived for so
long, with so little changed". Patrick and Lyn
Maguire know how special the home is, but have
deciced to sell and allow others to continue as
its custodians,

Sherry Reynolds, the New Zealand Historic
Places Trust's general manager for the northem
regicn, says Hulme Court ks 8 “rare survivor in
the city’s history™.
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and parents, Mary and Bryan, leaving home at
18. Ha remembers his grandmother as a kindly

‘wornan who would always L
Mrs Clark and Mary died several years ago,

"It has with signi rly
pecple. It's important that whoever buys [Hulme
Court] continues to look after it i
[ forfi whether it's by adaptive

re-use of continuing as a home,™

SIZE: Land 17458q m, house approx
320sqm.

PRICE: 2008 CV $4.12 million. Tender
closes December 8.

INSPECT: By appoiniment.

WEB: www.bayleys.co.nz/4101287
SCHOOLS: Pamell District School,
Auckiand Grammar and Epsom Girls"
Grammar,

CONTACT: John O'Brien, Bayleys, ph
027 453 9155,

FEATURES: Auckland's oldest home
still standing on its original site,
scheduled as Category A by the
Auckland Council and registered as
Category 1 by the Historic Places Trust.

bedrooms or living areas — there are
presently four bedrooms and four
g o 3

10 cars,
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